
MS Modern World History - SS3306 IC Scope and Sequence

Unit Lesson Lesson Objectives

Cultures and Empires of Africa and Southwest Asia

Geography of the Arabian Peninsula

Analyze interactions between humans and the physical environment in the Arabian Peninsula.

Describe the major physical features of the Arabian Peninsula.

Use lines of latitude and longitude to determine locations.

Use lines of latitude to determine climate zones.

Arab Society, Culture, and Trade

Describe Arab and Islamic society and culture.

Describe factors that led to the diffusion of Islam.

Explain the role of trade in the Islamic world.

Muslim Empires

Analyze the effects of the expansion of Muslim empires.

Explain the expansion of Muslim empires through conquest and treaties.

Explain the rise of the Ottoman Empire as a political and cultural force.

Contributions of Muslim Scholars

Describe the advancements of Muslim scholars and their impacts on cultures.

Explain the contributions of Muslim scholars in mathematics and science.

Explain the contributions of Muslim scholars in philosophy, literature, and art.

Geography of Africa

Describe the characteristics of the desert, savanna, and forest geographic zones of Africa.

Explain the interactions between humans and the physical environment in Africa.

Identify the major physical features of Africa.

Society, Culture, and Trade in Early West African Societies

Describe key aspects of West African culture.

Explain the effects of the trans-Saharan trade on the economies of West Africa.

Explain the role of the trans-Saharan trade in the diffusion of Islamic culture in West Africa.

Empires of Ghana, Mali, and Songhai

Analyze the growth of West African empires as centers of trade, culture, and learning.

Describe the rise and fall of the empires of Ghana, Mali, and Songhai.

Explain the contributions of key figures of the empires of West Africa.

African Storytelling

Describe how a text presents information.

Distinguish fact from opinion in a text.

Summarize the moral of a story.
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Medieval Japan

Geography of Japan and East Asia

Explain how the geography of Japan influenced its culture.

Explain the influence of the physical environment on the development of medieval Japan.

Identify the major physical features of Japan.

Japanese Warrior Society

Analyze the rise of a military society in medieval Japan.

Describe the values, social customs, and traditions of the Japanese lord-vassal system.

Describe the lasting influence of the warrior code.

Japanese Religion

Describe the origins and beliefs of Shintoism.

Explain the characteristics of Japanese society during Prince Shotoku’s reign.

Explain the influence of China and Korea on Japanese culture.

The Japanese Golden Age

Describe the development of a Japanese national culture during the Heian period.

Describe the golden age of literature, art, and drama in Japan.

Explain central ideas and key details in Murasaki Shikibu's Tale of Genji .

Writing an Informative Essay about Samurai

Develop a topic with relevant facts and details.

Explain how to form research questions.

Explain how to write an informative essay.

Revise an essay to include appropriate visual information.

Medieval Europe

Geography of Medieval Europe

Analyze geographic patterns and relationships at various scales.

Explain interactions between humans and the physical environment in medieval Europe.

Identify major physical features of medieval Europe.

Feudalism

Compare feudal societies.

Describe feudalism in medieval Europe.

Explain Charlemagne’s role in defining medieval Europe.

European Monarchs

Analyze the impact of William the Conqueror.

Explain the diffusion of Christianity under Charlemagne’s rule.

Explain the relationship between the papacy and European monarchs.
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The Crusades

Analyze the causes of the Crusades and their effects on the Christian, Muslim, and Jewish populations.

Describe the characteristics and significance of the Crusades.

Describe the effects of the Crusades on trade and commerce.

Christianity and Medieval Europe

Describe the importance of the Catholic Church during the medieval period.

Explain the decline of Muslim rule in the Iberian Peninsula.

Explain the rise of the Spanish and Portuguese kingdoms.

Political and Economic Change

Analyze the effects of the Hundred Years’ War on England and France.

Analyze the influence of the Magna Carta on culture and government.

The Bubonic Plague

Analyze the effects of the bubonic plague on global populations, society, and the economy.

Identify the characteristics of the bubonic plague.

Map the spread of the bubonic plague from Asia to Europe.

Renaissance and Reformation

Revival of Classical Learning

Explain humanism and its influence on the balance between intellect and faith.

Explain the significance of people and ideas that influenced the Renaissance.

Identify the origins of the Renaissance.

Trading Centers in the Renaissance

Describe how the renewed use of the Silk Road affected the Renaissance.

Describe the geographic diffusion of the Renaissance throughout Europe.

Explain how the location of the Italian Peninsula influenced the growth of Italy’s independent trade cities.

Explain the importance of Florence and the Medici family to the Renaissance.

Renaissance Arts, Literature, and Science

Describe major advances made in art and literature during the Renaissance.

Describe major advances made in math and science during the Renaissance.

Figures of the Reformation and Their Ideas

Analyze the development of the Protestant Reformation.

Describe the main ideas of key Protestant reformers.

Explain policies of the Catholic Church.

Reform and Change in England

Describe the idea of self-government in Protestantism.

Explain the effect of the Protestant Reformation on England.

Explain the influence of self-government on democracy.
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The Scientific Revolution

Describe influences from the past that led to the Scientific Revolution.

Explain key scientific discoveries and inventions.

Explain the effects of the Scientific Revolution on society, government, and religion.

Age of Transformation

Geography of Central and South Americas

Explain the influence of the physical environment on civilizations in Mexico, Central America, and South America.

Identify the major physical features of Mexico, Central America, and South America.

Use maps to investigate spatial relationships.

Mayan, Aztec, and Incan Civilizations

Describe the Aztec civilization and people.

Describe the Incan civilization and people.

Describe the Mayan civilization and people.

Explain how the Aztec and the Inca were defeated by Spanish conquistadors.

European Exploration

Analyze motivations for European exploration.

Analyze political and economic changes during European exploration.

Describe important voyages of discovery.

The Columbian Exchange

Analyze the origins of modern capitalism.

Describe trade among Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Americas in the 15th and 16th centuries.

Explain major economic and social effects of the Columbian Exchange.

Writing an Argumentative Essay about the Columbian Exchange

Explain how to form an effective claim.

Explain how to write an argumentative essay.

Revise writing to use a formal and objective tone.

Support a claim with logical reasoning and relevant evidence.

American and French Revolutions

Compare the causes and courses of the American and French Revolutions.

Describe the effects of American and French revolutions.

New European Nations

Analyze the shifts in power that occurred as a result of the formation of new nations in Europe.

Describe the causes and outcomes of the European revolutions of the 1800s.

Describe the effects of Napoleon’s rise to and fall from power.
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Revolutions in Latin America

Analyze the contributions of key figures in independence movements in Latin America.

Analyze the outcome of revolutions in Latin America.

Explain the causes of revolutions in Latin America.

Industrialization and Imperialism

Industrialization Begins in England

Describe the causes of the Industrial Revolution.

Describe the social, economic, and environmental effects of the Industrial Revolution.

Explain the economic factors that drove industrialization.

The Industrial World

Describe the changes in art, literature, and science brought about by industrialization.

Describe the spread of industrialization across Europe and to the United States.

Explain the economic and social effects of industrialization.

Imperialism in Asia

Analyze the effects of British imperialism in India.

Compare direct and indirect colonial rule in Asia.

Describe factors that influenced European imperialism in Asia.

Imperialism and the Scramble for Africa

Compare and contrast British and French rule in Africa.

Describe the motivations behind European colonization of Africa.

Explain the effects of European colonialism in Africa.

Imperialism and Reform in the Americas

Describe the causes and effects of the Mexican Revolution.

Describe the effects of the Spanish-American War on US expansion.

Explain the shift in US foreign policy to expansionism.

Revolution in China

Explain the causes and effects of the Opium Wars.

Explain the causes and effects of the Revolution of 1911.

Rise of Japan

Describe the causes and effects of the Meiji Restoration.

Explain the role of empire-building in establishing Japan as a global power.

World War I

Causes of World War I

Describe the role of imperialism and militarism in building prewar tensions in Europe.

Describe the significance of alliances at the outbreak of World War I.

Explain the connection between nationalism and the outbreak of World War I.
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Fighting the Great War

Analyze conditions on the battlefield during World War I.

Describe the contributions of women and civilians to the war effort.

Explain reasons for the US entrance into World War I.

Trace the events of German aggression and the outbreak of war.

Causes and Effects of the Russian Revolution

Describe the effects of the revolution and civil war in Russia.

Describe the events of the revolution and civil war in Russia.

Explain the social, economic, and political conditions that led to revolution in Russia.

Effects of World War I

Describe the political changes in Asia and the Middle East after WWI.

Describe the social and political climate in Europe at the end of World War I.

Explain the effects of the provisions of the Treaty of Versailles.

The Global Depression

Describe the effects of the Great Depression on the US.

Explain the economic conditions that led to the Great Depression.

Explain the effects of the Great Depression on Europe and the world.

World War II

The World between the Wars

Analyze the rise of totalitarian governments across Europe.

Describe dictatorial rule in Italy and the USSR.

Describe the change to military rule in Japan.

Hitler and Nazi Germany

Analyze the effects of Hitler’s rule on German society.

Describe Hitler’s rise to power in Germany.

Describe the growth of the Nazi Party.

Origins of World War II

Analyze the responses of global powers to increasing aggression by European dictators.

Explain how social and economic conditions in Europe influenced the outbreak of World War II.

Explain the roles of nationalism, imperialism, and isolationism in the outbreak of World War II.

The World at War

Describe significant events that happened at the beginning of World War II.

Explain major turning points of World War II.

Explain the roles of alliances and leaders during World War II.
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The Holocaust in Europe

Analyze the aftermath of the Holocaust.

Describe significant events and locations associated with the Holocaust.

Explain the events leading up to the Holocaust.

Effects of World War II

Analyze the events and decisions that led to the end of World War II in Europe.

Analyze the events and decisions that led to the end of World War II in the Pacific.

Describe the effects of World War II.

Political and Economic Change in the 20th Century

Superpowers and the Cold War

Analyze the significance of technological competition between superpowers.

Describe the reactions of democratic powers to the spread of communism in Europe.

Explain the military and political alliances that were formed by superpowers and led to the Cold War.

Spread of Communism

Analyze how communism spread to Africa and Latin America.

Explain the rise of communism in Asia and its effects on China.

Identify the causes and effects of the Korean War.

Global Effects of the Cold War

Describe life in Europe under communist rule.

Describe reforms in the Soviet Union.

Describe the lessening of tensions between the US and the Soviet Union late in the Cold War.

Explain the effects of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.

Fall of the Soviet Union

Analyze factors that led to the weakening of the Soviet Union.

Describe how reforms spread across communist Europe.

Explain the events that led to the fall of the Soviet Union.

Political and Economic Change in Latin America

Analyze the economic and political trends in Latin America since 1900.

Describe the effects of revolutions and reform movements in Latin America since 1900.

Political and Economic Change in Africa

Analyze apartheid’s influence on the development of South Africa’s government, economy, and society.

Analyze the factors that drove independence movements across Africa.

Describe the political, economic, and social effects of self-rule on African nations.
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Political and Economic Change in Asia

Analyze the effects of military conflict in postcolonial Asia.

Analyze the social, political, and economic outcomes of independence in postcolonial Asia.

Compare and contrast independence movements across Asia.

Writing Workshop: Writing to Compare a Democracy to a Dictatorship

Explain how to write an informative essay.

Revise writing to use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.

Select relevant content to develop a topic.

Use strategies to convey ideas, concepts, and information about a topic.

The Modern World

Contemporary Human Rights Issues

Describe factors that displace people from their homelands.

Describe the concept of human rights.

Explain the work of individuals and organizations to defend human rights.

Identify factors that affect human rights in global society.

Global Security

Analyze the effectiveness of cooperative international responses to global security threats.

Describe how terrorism and political conflict threaten global security in the 21st century.

Describe the impact of 21st century terrorist acts on the modern global society.

Global Environmental Challenges

Analyze responses to global environmental challenges.

Describe the effects of global environmental challenges.

Identify global environmental challenges.

Technology and Change

Describe the impact of modern technology and innovation.

Describe the modern technological revolution.

Identify key modern technological advancements and innovations.

Globalization and the Global Economy

Describe key concepts of a market economy.

Explain the benefits and costs of free trade.

Explain the concept of globalization.
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