

	Remote Learning Activities: Informational  Text
	Read, Think, Talk, Write



Read
Choose an informational non-fiction book to read. Consider choosing the same  book as a friend to be able to talk about it together online or on the phone. Read for at least 20 minutes each day and work through the questions and prompts below to read, think, talk, and write about your reading in a journal, or in a Google Doc in your Google Classroom:

1. What is the title of the chapter/section (if there is one)? What does it tell you about what the chapter/section is going to be about?

2. As you read, write down the words you don’t know.

3. Choose 5 words you don’t know. Choose words you think will help you better understand what the text means.

4. Use one of these strategies to find out what the words mean:

A. Context: Read around the word
B. Affixes and roots: Look for prefixes, suffixes, or roots that you know
C. Dictionary: Use a dictionary
D. Ask: Ask someone if they know the meaning of the word

5. What is the gist of the text you read today? What is it mostly about?




Think and Talk
Do the following with a family member/caregiver or you could even phone a friend:

1. Summarize the text you read today in no more than 4 sentences.

2. Discuss: 
· What is on your mind after reading the text today? What are you thinking about?
· Discuss 2-3 of the following topics:

	I’m just starting to read this book…
	I’m in the middle of reading this book…
	I’m close to finishing this book…

	· How did the author introduce the topic of the text?
· What is the most interesting fact you learned today? Why is it interesting to you?
· Now that you have begun the text, why do you think the author wrote this text?
· Think about the title of your text. Why do you think the author chose it?

	· Determine the main idea of what you read today and support it with key details from the text.
· What are the most important details from what you read today? Why are they so important?
· What point is the author making in this section of reading? What reasons or evidence does he/she use?
· Choose two sentences, paragraphs, or sections and describe how they are connected.
	· Determine two or more main ideas for the text as a whole and explain how they are supported.
· What’s the most important fact you learned in this book? Why do you think it’s so important?
· What is the point of view or position of the author? How is it different from your point of view? 
· How might you apply what you have been reading about to your daily life?

	Can be used any time:
· What new questions do you have after reading today? What in the text caused you to ask that question?
· Choose one new word you learned in your reading today. Use it in a new sentence.
· Choose one illustration, describe how it helps you understand the meaning of the text?


Write
Choose one of the following:

· Write a summary of the text you read today. No more than four sentences and include the main idea(s).
· Choose one question you have after reading today to research further. Write a paragraph to answer that question using evidence from the new text.
· Read other texts on the same topic and compare how the information in all of the texts is the same and different.
· Draw a picture to represent the information in the text you read today with a caption.


Book Wrap-Up: Performance Task
Congratulations! You just finished your independent reading book! Time to show what you’ve learned. Read the Choices from the table below. Choose one, create your project, and share it with someone. If you have internet access share it online!

1. Informative Pamphlet: What were the main ideas or important information that you think people should know from your text? This is your chance to write your own captivating summary of the information! 
Directions: Create an informational booklet or pamphlet with at least 3 pages of information. Each page should have a colorful and informative picture related to your topic. Be sure your pamphlet tells readers what they can do in their lives to respond to or help solve the problems your texts discussed. 

2. Video PSA: What were the main ideas or important information that you think people should know from your text? This is your chance to record that information for others to see! 
Directions: Write and record your own “Public Service Announcement” (PSA) detailing the most important information from your text. Remember to cite specific facts and evidence, and tell people why they should care. Be sure to be captivating and interesting in your recording. Don’t be afraid to be fun or funny!

3. Design Your Own Response: What were the main ideas from the text? What was the author trying to teach you? Now’s the time to help others learn!
Directions: Identify the main ideas or lessons of the text . Choose a new and creative way to teach others that information. This could include writing a song, making a video or commercial, drawing a comic book, or even a colorful informational poster! Be as creative as you want, but make sure your artifact teaches the same ideas as the text. You must include a short paragraph explaining why you think this project best displays the information.
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