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Note to Schools/Families/Caregivers

In this Reading Guide, students read Promises to Keep: How Jackie Robinson Changed America written by his daughter Sharon Robinson. The topics of racial prejudice and segregation presented in the book may be sensitive for students, and some students may connect with these issues personally and deeply. Monitor students and determine if there are issues surfacing that need to be discussed in more detail. Consider providing background information and discussion on racial prejudice, slavery, segregation, and civil rights. Additional resources can be found in the module found here - https://curriculum.eleducation.org/curriculum/ela/grade-5/module-3. 



Reading Calendar 

	Day
	Assignment

	1
	Read the title, subtitle, blurb on the inside cover flap, and page 3 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 1 activities in this reading guide.

	2
	Read Chapter 1 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 2 activities.

	3
	Read Chapter 2 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 3 activities.

	4
	Reread Chapter 2 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 4 activities.

	5
	Read Chapter 3 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 5 activities.

	6
	Reread Chapter 3 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 6 activities.

	7
	Reread Chapter 3 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 7 activities.

	8
	Read Chapter 4 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 8 activities.

	9
	Reread Chapter 4 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 9 activities.

	10
	Reread Chapter 4 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 10 activities.

	11
	Read Chapter 5 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 11 activities.

	12
	Reread Chapter 5 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 12 activities.

	13
	Reread Chapter 5 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 13 activities.

	14
	Read Chapter 6 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 14 activities.

	15
	Read pages 30-41 from Chapter 7 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 15 activities.

	16
	Reread pages 38-41 from Chapter 7 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 16 activities.

	Day
	Assignment

	17
	Reread pages 30-41 from Chapter 7 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 17 activities.

	18
	Read pages 42-45 from Chapter 7 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 18 activities.

	[bookmark: _gjdgxs]19
	Reread pages 42-45 from Chapter 7 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 19 activities.

	[bookmark: _gjdgxs]20
	Read pages 46-49 from Chapter 7 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 20 activities.

	[bookmark: _gjdgxs]21
	Reread all of Chapter 7 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 21 activities.

	[bookmark: _gjdgxs]22
	Read Chapter 8 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 22 activities.

	[bookmark: _gjdgxs]23
	Read Chapter 9 of Promises to Keep and complete the Day 23 activities.

	[bookmark: _gjdgxs]24
	Complete one of the Performance Tasks at the end of the reading guide.




Frequently used resources in this packet (also linked above):
· Factors for Success: Historical Context 
· Factors for Success: Personal Qualities 
· Factors for Success: Support from Decision Makers
· Factors for Success: Support from Family, Friends, and Fans
· Factors for Success: A Way to Communicate the Vision
· Criteria for an Effective Summary
· Informative Writing Checklist
· 

Day 1: Promises to Keep Reflections – 
Exploring the Text

Directions: 
1. READ the title and subtitle of the book. Open the cover and READ the blurb on the inside cover flap.
2. Turn to page 3 with the picture of Jackie Robinson’s plaque from the Baseball Hall of Fame. READ the text on the plaque.
3. THINK: What do you know about Jackie Robinson?
4. TALK: Find someone to discuss your thinking with. Consider calling a friend!
5. WRITE: Answer the questions below using evidence from the text.


1. Thinking about what you learned from the title of the book and the text on the plaque, what do you think the plaque picture represents?

	

	



2. Why do you think Jackie Robinson is in the Baseball Hall of Fame?

	

	



3. Flip through the book to see what you notice and wonder. Record your thoughts on the Introducing the Topic: Notices and Wonderings chart on the next page. What is one interesting photograph or idea you read in the text? What did it make you think about? Draw or write your reflection.

Introducing The Topic: Notices and Wonderings

	Notices
What do you see?
	Wonderings
What questions do you have?

	
	


Day 2: Promises to Keep Reflections – 
Chapter 1: “Introduction”
Directions: 
1. Find the Table of Contents on page 5 of the book. With a pencil, number the chapters from 1 through 9, starting with Chapter 1: “Introduction” and ending with Chapter 9: “Jackie Robinson’s Legacy”
2. READ Chapter 1: “Introduction”
3. READ and THINK: As you read, think about what the text is mostly about and what the purpose of the book is.
4. TALK: Find someone to discuss your thinking with. 
5. WRITE: Answer the questions below using evidence from the text.

	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary

	Pages 6–7
· Beginning with “On April 15, 1947 …”
· Ending at “… and for America.”
	
	

	· Beginning with “As a result of …”
· Ending at “… and keep promises.”
	
	

	· Beginning with “Whether I was learning …”
· Ending at “… another pitcher.”
	
	

	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary

	· Beginning with “My father was …”
· Ending at “… as a father and as a man.”
	
	

	· Beginning with “This brings me to …”
· Ending at “… so important.”
	
	



1. Reread these pages to see what you notice and wonder. What is one interesting photograph or idea you see on these pages? What did it make you think about? Draw or write your reflection:

	


The main ideas of a text are the main points that the author wants you to understand and to take away from reading the text. There is often more than one idea in a text.

Authors develop main ideas with pieces of evidence that support the main idea called key details. As you read a text, think about what the author wants you to understand and take away from the text and gather details to confirm your original thinking about what the text is about or more precisely focus your thinking.

Reread pages 6 and 7 of Promises to Keep, beginning with “Whether I was learning to walk …” and ending at “… and as a man.”

2. What are the main ideas of this section? Underline all of the correct answers. (RI.5.2)

A.	Jackie Robinson was a good baseball player.
B.	Jackie Robinson was a good father.
C.	Jackie Robinson was committed to teaching children about baseball, values, and books.
D.	Jackie Robinson was committed to challenging an unjust system.

3. 

3.  Choose at least one supporting detail to support each of the main ideas you underlined in Question 2. Quote accurately from the text. (RI.5.1, RI.5.2)

	Main ideas
	1.
	2.

	Supporting details
(quote accurately from the text)
	
	




Day 3: Promises to Keep Reflections – Chapter 2: 
“A Black and White World” Part 1
Directions: 
1. READ Chapter 2: “A Black and White World”
2. READ and THINK: As you read, think about what the text is mostly about and what the purpose of the book is.
3. TALK: Find someone to discuss your thinking with.
4. WRITE: Answer the questions below using evidence from the text.

	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary

	Pages 8–9
· Beginning with “My great-grandparents …”
· Ending at “… in the United States.”
	
	

	· Beginning with “The story of …”
· Ending at “… the U.S. Constitution.”
	
	



	· Beginning with “The nation was divided …”
· Ending at “… to mean discrimination.”
	
	



1. 

1. Reread these pages to see what you notice and wonder. What is one interesting photograph or idea you see on these pages? What did it make you think about? Draw or write your reflection:

	















2. Determine at least two Main Ideas for pages 8-9 of the text and write at least one supporting detail from the text for each. Use your gist notes above to help you. 

	“A Black and White World,” pages 8–9

	Main Idea #1:

	Key Details:


	Main Idea #2:

	Key Details:





Day 4: Promises to Keep Reflections – Chapter 2: 
“A Black and White World” Part 2

Directions: 
1. REREAD Chapter 2: “A Black and White World”
2. READ and THINK: As you read, think about what the text is mostly about and what the purpose of the book is.
3. TALK: Set a timer for 60 seconds and say a summary of these pages. Repeat, this time setting the timer for 30 seconds. Repeat one more time, setting the timer for 15 seconds. Consider calling a friend to do this!
4. WRITE: Answer the questions below using evidence from the text.

1. Review the Criteria for an Effective Summary chart on the next page. Review the main idea chart you created for these pages. Think about the big idea of the entire chapter. Why did Sharon Robinson write it?

	

	

	





	Criteria for an Effective Summary Chart
· Provides a brief outline of what the text is about, like oral paraphrasing in writing 
· Introduces the text by stating the title, pages, and author 
· Clearly states the themes or main ideas (the main points or messages related to the real world that the author wants you to understand and take away) 
· Includes the most important details, quoted accurately where appropriate, to support the theme or each main idea presented 
· Literary Texts: Includes how characters in a story respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic 
· Concise; includes only the most important ideas and details
· Wraps up with a concluding statement
· Takes a different form based on the structure of the text
· Written in complete sentences





2. Write a summary of this chapter. Start with the big idea you just named. It should be two paragraphs – one for each main idea.


	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	





3.  A student wrote the following summary of pages 6–7 of Promises to Keep:
In the introduction for Promises to Keep, Sharon Robinson writes about how Jackie Robinson was someone for everyone to look up to. Jackie Robinson was a good father. He encouraged his children with praise and smiles, and made them feel like they were the most important people in his life. If his children were sad or upset, Jackie was there for them. He taught his children to measure their lives by the impact they had on others, and not by the number of awards or trophies they received.

Write a paragraph on the lines below summarizing another main idea of these pages.

 
	

	



	

	



	

	




Day 5: Promises to Keep Reflections – Chapter 3: 
“Signs of Hope” Part 1

Directions: 
1. READ Chapter 3: “Signs of Hope” 
2. READ and THINK: As you read, think about what the text is mostly about and what the purpose of the book is.
3. TALK: Find someone to discuss your thinking with.
4. WRITE: Answer the questions below using evidence from the text.

	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary

	Pages 10–11
· Beginning with “In the post-Civil War…”
	
	

	Page 12
· Beginning with “Mallie Robinson, my grandmother…”
	
	



	Page 13
· Beginning with “Pasadena was a…”
	
	





	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary

	Pages 14–15
· Beginning with “While my father…”
	
	

	Page 16
· Beginning with 
“The glory of …”
	
	



	Page 17
· Beginning with 
“The 1936 U.S. Olympic …”
	
	





1. Reread these pages to see what you notice and wonder. What is one interesting photograph or idea you read on these pages? What did it make you think about? Draw or write your reflection:

	











2. Determine at least two Main Ideas for pages 10-17 of the text and write at least one supporting detail from the text for each. Use your gist notes above to help you.

	“Signs of Hope,” pages 10–17

	Main Idea #1:
	Key Details:

	Main Idea #2:
	Key Details:





Day 6: Promises to Keep Reflections – Chapter 3: “Signs of Hope” Part 2
Directions: 
1. REREAD Chapter 3: “Signs of Hope”
2. READ and THINK: As you read, think about what the text is mostly about and what the purpose of the book is.
3. TALK: Set a timer for 60 seconds and say a summary of these pages. Repeat, this time setting the timer for 30 seconds. Repeat one more time, setting the timer for 15 seconds. Consider calling a friend!
4. WRITE: Answer the questions below using evidence from the text.


1. Review the Criteria for an Effective Summary chart. Review the main idea chart you created for these pages. Think about the big idea of the entire chapter. Why did Sharon Robinson write it?

	

	

	






2. Write a summary of this chapter. Start with the big idea you just named. It should be two paragraphs – one for each main idea.

	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	

	

	

	




Day 7: Factor for Success: Historical Context

1. REREAD Chapter 3: “Signs of Hope”
2. Find the Factors of Success: Look at the Historical Context chart below. One reason for Jackie’s success in breaking the color barrier in baseball was that there were many other people working toward the same goal at the same time. Think about the goal Jackie was working towards. Now think about the bigger goal that others were working toward during this time. Add examples to the chart using evidence from pages 10-17 of Promises to Keep. An example has been given to help you get started.

	Person/people working toward similar goal
	Evidence from the text
	Promises to Keep page number

	Black professionals in the 1920s
	“There was also a small but growing professional class of African Americans who taught school, worked in hospitals as nurses and doctors, practiced law, and owned businesses.”
	
15

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Person/people working toward similar goal
	Evidence from the text
	Promises to Keep page number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





3. Illustrate the factors of success: Look at the Historical Context chart above. Choose the factor you think was most impactful, surprising, or important and illustrate why that factor was so important in the space below. You may:
A. Draw a picture or short comic strip (4-6 panels), that shows why this factor was important. 
B. Write an imagined short story that explains why this factor was important. 

	



Day 8: Promises to Keep Reflections – Chapter 4: 
“A Determined Pair” Part 1

Directions: 
1. READ Chapter 4: “A Determined Pair”
2. READ and THINK: As you read, think about what the text is mostly about and what the purpose of the book is.
3. TALK: Find someone to discuss your thinking with.
4. WRITE: Answer the questions below using evidence from the text.


	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary

	Pages 18-19
· Beginning with “After graduating…”
· Ending with “…my mom.”
	
	

	Page 19
· Beginning with “My parents met…”
	
	



	Page 20
· Beginning with “In spite of the…”
	
	





	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary

	Page 21
· Beginning with “Neither Dad’s rank…”
	
	



1. Reread these pages to see what you notice and wonder. What is one interesting photograph or idea you read on these pages? What did it make you think about? Draw or write your reflection:

	




2. Determine at least two Main Ideas for pages 18-21 of the text and write at least one supporting detail from the text for each. Use your gist notes above to help you.

	“A Determined Pair,” pages 18–21

	Main Idea #1:
	Key Details:

	Main Idea #2:
	Key Details:








Day 9: Promises to Keep Reflections – Chapter 4: 
“A Determined Pair” Part 2
Directions: 
1. REREAD Chapter 4: “A Determined Pair”
2. READ and THINK: As you read, think about what the text is mostly about and what the purpose of the book is.
3. TALK: Set a timer for 60 seconds and say a summary of these pages. Repeat, this time setting the timer for 30 seconds. Repeat one more time, setting the timer for 15 seconds. Consider calling a friend!
4. WRITE: Answer the questions below using evidence from the text.


1. Review the Criteria for an Effective Summary chart.

2. Review the main idea chart you created for these pages. Think about the big idea of the entire chapter. Why did Sharon Robinson write it?

	

	

	







2. Write a summary of this chapter. Start with the big idea you just named. It should be two paragraphs – one for each main idea.

	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	




Day 10: Factor for Success: Personal Qualities
1. REREAD Chapter 4: “A Determined Pair”
2. Look for the factors of success: One reason for Jackie’s success in breaking the color barrier in baseball was his personality. Think about his personal qualities and character traits, and add examples to the chart below, using evidence from pages 18-21. An example has been given to help you get started.

	Personal Quality
	Evidence from the text
	Page number

	conviction
	“My parents were serious people with strong personal goals…. Dad wanted to be a professional athlete.”
	19

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Personal Quality
	Evidence from the text
	Page number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





2. Illustrate the factors of success: Look at the Personal Qualities chart above. Choose the factor you think was most impactful, surprising, or important and draw a portrait of Jackie Robinson and find a way to emphasize that specific quality. This could include drawing an item you think represents that quality or drawing a situation displaying that quality. Explain your connection to the quality in at least one sentence below your drawing. 

	


Day 11: Promises to Keep Reflections – Chapter 5: “1945: A Changing World” Part 1
Directions: 
1. READ Chapter 5: “1945: A Changing World”
2. READ and THINK: As you read, use sticky notes to write the gist of each page.
3. TALK: Find someone to discuss your thinking with. Consider calling a friend!
4. WRITE: Answer the questions below using evidence from the text.


	“1945: A Changing World”, pages 22-27

	Main Idea #1:
	Key Details:

	Main Idea #2:
	Key Details:





1. Review the Criteria for an Effective Summary chart. Review the main idea chart you created for these pages. Think about the big idea of the entire chapter. Why did Sharon Robinson write it?

	

	

	



2. Write a summary of this chapter. Start with the big idea you just named. It should be two paragraphs – one for each main idea.

	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




Day 12: Factor for Success: 
Support from Decision Makers 

1. REREAD Chapter 5: “1945: A Changing World”
2. Find the Factors of Success: One reason for Jackie’s success in breaking the color barrier in baseball was the support he received from important people in baseball. Think about people who were in power in the baseball world and add examples of how they supported Jackie to the chart using evidence from pages 22-27. An example has been given to help you get started:

	Person
	Evidence from the text
	Page number

	President Truman
	ended segregation in the military
	23

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Person
	Evidence from the text
	Page number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




2. Illustrate the factors of success: Look at the Support from Decision Makers chart above. Choose the factor you think was most impactful, surprising, or important and draw a portrait of the Decision Maker you felt was most important or surprising. Your portrait should reflect why you think this person was so important to success. This could include drawing an item you think represents that quality or drawing a situation displaying that quality. Explain your connection to the quality in at least one sentence below your drawing. 

	


Day 13: Promises to Keep Reflections – Chapter 5: “1945: A Changing World” Part 2
Directions: 
1. REREAD Chapter 5: “1945: A Changing World”
2. READ and THINK: As you read, think about what factors led to Jackie Robinson’s success.
3. TALK: Find someone to say a focus statement that answers the question: What factors can contribute to an individual’s success in changing society? Consider calling a friend!
4. WRITE: Answer the question below using evidence from the text.


1. Write a paragraph about a factor that led to Jackie Robinson’s success. Use the Informative Writing Checklist on the following page of this guide to make sure your writing meets the criteria of a strong informative piece. Review the “Factors of Success” charts and illustrations you have previously completed to help you with your paragraph.


	

	



	



	




Informative Writing Checklist
Directions: Review this chart to help you with your Informative Writing. You may not need or use every item in the checklist. 

	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective
 Informative Writing
	Characteristics of My Essay
	Yes?
 No?

	W.5.9
	My focus shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	
	

	W.5.2a
	I provide a general observation and focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	
	

	W.5.2a
	I introduce the topic, giving readers the context they need to understand the piece.
	
	

	W.5.2a
	Information is grouped logically, in a way that makes my thinking clear to the reader.
	

	

	W.5.2a
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	




	

	W.5.2b
	I use accurate and relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to explain my thinking.
	
	

	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective
 Informative Writing
	Characteristics of My Essay
	Yes?
 No?

	W.5.2c
	I use linking words to show how ideas and information connect.
	
	

	W.5.2d L.5.6
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.
	
	

	W.5.2e
	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to the focus and the information presented.
	
	

	W.5.4 (partial)
	My writing is appropriate for this task, purpose, and audience.
	
	

	W.5.8
(partial)
	I list my sources.
	
	

	L.5.1 L.5.3a
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.5.2
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


Day 14: Promises to Keep Reflections – Chapter 6: “Why My Father?”
Directions: 
1. READ Chapter 6: “Why My Father?”
2. READ and THINK: As you read, use sticky notes to write the gist of each page.
3. TALK: Find someone to discuss your thinking with. Consider calling a friend!
4. WRITE: Answer the questions below using evidence from the text.

1. Review the Criteria for an Effective Summary chart. Review the main idea chart you created for these pages. Think about the big idea of the entire chapter. Why did Sharon Robinson write it?

	

	

	



2. Write a summary of this chapter. Start with the big idea you just named. It should be two paragraphs – one for each main idea.

	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	

	

	

	



3. Review the Factors of Success charts you worked on -- Day 7: Historical Context, Day 10: Personal Qualities, and Day 12: Support from Decision Makers. 
We know there were many reasons for Jackie’s success in breaking the color barrier in baseball.
So far, you have only been collecting evidence from certain sections of the book for each chart. Now, reread pages 6-29 and look for additional examples and evidence for factors of Jackie Robinson’s success. Add them to the appropriate Factors of Success charts.



Day 15: Promises to Keep Reflections – Chapter 7: “Play Ball!” Part 1
Directions: 
1. READ pages 30-41 of Chapter 7: “Play Ball!”
2. READ and THINK: As you read, think about what the text is mostly about and what the purpose of the book is.
3. TALK: Find someone to discuss your thinking with.
4. WRITE: Answer the questions below using evidence from the text.


	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary

	Pages 30–31

· Beginning with “Four months after…”
	
	

	Pages 32–33

· Beginning with “The day after …”
	
	



	Pages 34–35

· Beginning with “The Royals had…”
	
	




	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary

	Pages 36–37

· Beginning with “Mom left …”
	
	

	Pages 38–41

· Beginning with “While Dad’s teammates …”
	
	



2. Reread these pages to see what you notice and wonder. What is one interesting photograph or idea you read on these pages? What did it make you think about? Draw or write your reflection:

	


Day 16: Promises to Keep Reflections – Chapter 7: “Play Ball!” Part 2
Directions:
1. Turn to page 38 of Promises to Keep. REREAD the text, and then look closely at the photograph and reread the caption.

THINK:
· Who is described on this page? Who is seen in this photograph and described in the caption?
· How did they treat each other at first?
· How did that change? Why?
· How did their relationship affect Jackie’s success?

WRITE: Write your answers to the above question in the first row of the Tracing Jackie Robinson's Success note-catcher on the next page.

2. Look at page 39. REREAD the page and look closely at the photograph and caption, THINK about the same questions you thought about for number 1, and then WRITE your thoughts in the second row of the note-catcher.

3. Look at page 40. REREAD the page and look closely at the photograph and caption, THINK about the same questions you thought about for number 1, and then WRITE your thoughts in the third row of the note-catcher.

4. Look at page 41. REREAD the page and look closely at the photograph and caption, THINK about the same questions you thought about for number 1, and then WRITE your thoughts in the fourth row of the note-catcher.



Tracing Jackie Robinson's Success

	Who
(Who was involved?)
	What
(What was his/her/their interaction with Jackie?)
	How
(How did their relationship impact Jackie’s success?)

	1.
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	

	4.
	
	




5.  After reading pages 38–41, what factor is described that led to Jackie’s success in breaking the color barrier in baseball? What, in the text, makes you think so?

	

	

	

	



	

	






Day 17: Factor for Success: 
Support from Family, Friends, and Fans

1. REREAD pages 30-41 of Chapter 7: “Play Ball!”
2. Find the Factors of Success: One reason for Jackie’s success in breaking the color barrier in baseball was the support he received from his family, his friends, and his fans. Think about who these people are and how they supported Jackie, and add examples to the chart using evidence from pages 30-41. An example has been given to help you get started.

	Person/ People
	Evidence from the text
	Page number

	fans
	After threatening violence and boycotting a game in Baltimore, the fans gave him a standing ovation.
	34

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Person/ People
	Evidence from the text
	Page number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




Day 18: Promises to Keep Reflections – Chapter 7: “Play Ball!” Part 3
Directions: 
1. READ pages 42-45 of Chapter 7: “Play Ball!”
2. READ and THINK: As you read, think about what the text is mostly about and what the purpose of the book is.
3. TALK: Find someone to discuss your thinking with.
4. WRITE: Answer the questions below using evidence from the text.


	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary

	Pages 42–43

· Beginning with “Major League Baseball …”
	
	

	Pages 44–45

· Beginning with “During the off-season …”
	
	







1. Reread these pages to see what you notice and wonder. What is one interesting photograph or idea you read on these pages? What did it make you think about? Draw or write your reflection:

	




2. Turn to pages 42 and 43.
REREAD the text, and then look closely at the photographs and reread the captions.
THINK:
· What events are described on these pages?
· How did these events affect Jackie’s success?
WRITE your thoughts in the first row of the Tracing Jackie Robinson's Success note-catcher on the next page.
3. Look at page 44. REREAD the page and look closely at the photograph and caption, THINK about the same questions you thought about for number 2, and then WRITE your thoughts in the second and third rows of the note-catcher. NOTE: there are two events to add for this page! Write each event in its own row on the note-catcher.
4. Look at page 45. REREAD the page and look closely at the photograph and caption, THINK about the same questions you thought about for number 2, and then WRITE your thoughts in the fourth row of the note-catcher.






Tracing Jackie Robinson's Success


	What
(What happened? Describe the event outlined in the text.)
	When
(When did it happen?)
	How
(How did this event affect Jackie’s success?)

	







	
	

	







	
	

	







	
	

	






	
	


5. After reading pages 42–45, what factor is described that led to Jackie’s success in breaking the color barrier in baseball? What, in the text, makes you think so?

	

	

	

	

	





5. 

Day 19: Factor for Success: 
A Way to Communicate the Vision

1. REREAD pages 42-45 of Chapter 7: “Play Ball!”
2. Find the Factors of Success: One reason for Jackie’s success in breaking the color barrier in baseball was recognition, which allowed him to communicate his vision of integration. Think about what Jackie was recognized for, and how this helped him to share his vision. Add examples to the chart using evidence from the text. An example has been given to help you get started.

	Form of communication
	Evidence from the text
	Page number

	Awards/ recognition
	“The Sporting News and the Baseball Writers’ Association named Dad Outstanding Rookie of the Year in honor of his hitting, running, defensive play, and value to his team. He was the first winner of this award.”
	43

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Form of communication
	Evidence from the text
	Page number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	






2. Illustrate the factors of success: Look at the A Way to Communicate the Vision chart above. Choose the way you think was most impactful, surprising, or important and draw a picture or short comic strip representing that. Your picture should reflect why you think this was so important to success. Explain your connection to the quality in at least one sentence below your drawing. 

	




Day 20: Promises to Keep Reflections – Chapter 7: 
“Play Ball!” Part 4
Directions: 
1. READ pages 46-49 of Chapter 7: “Play Ball!”
2. READ and THINK: As you read, think about what the text is mostly about and what the purpose of the book is.
3. TALK: Find someone to discuss your thinking with.
4. WRITE: Answer the questions below using evidence from the text.


	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary

	Pages 46–47

· Beginning with “Our family was complete …”
	
	

	Pages 48–49

· Beginning with 
“By the time …”
	
	







1. Reread these pages to see what you notice and wonder. What is one interesting photograph or idea you read on these pages? What did it make you think about? Draw or write your reflection:

	




3.  Sharon Robinson described many important events in Jackie's life in this chapter. Reread pages 30-49 and create a timeline of the events on the chart below. You can be as creative as you want! Use the lines in the table to write down the important dates and events. Then, draw your full timeline on the next page, and include a picture or image for each date. The first event has been added for you:

Jackie Robinson Timeline

	Date
	Event
	Page

	February 10, 1946
	Jackie and Rachel get married.
	30

	

	
	

	
	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	


Jackie Robinson Timeline:
Student-Created Drawing
	


Day 21: Promises to Keep Reflections – Chapter 7: 
“Play Ball!” Part 5
Directions: 
1. REREAD Chapter 7: “Play Ball!” 
2. READ and THINK: As you read, think about what factors led to Jackie Robinson’s success.
3. TALK: Find someone to say a focus statement that answers the question: What factors can contribute to an individual’s success in changing society?
4. WRITE: Answer the question below using evidence from the text.

1. Write a paragraph about a factor that led to Jackie Robinson’s success. Use the Informative Writing Checklist to make sure your writing meets the criteria of a strong informative piece.


	

	

	

	



	

	

	

	


Day 22: Promises to Keep Reflections – Chapter 8: “A Civil Rights Champion”

Directions: 
1. READ Chapter 8: “A Civil Rights Champion” 
2. READ and THINK: As you read, think about what the text is about and what the purpose of the book is.
3. TALK: Find someone to discuss your thinking with.
4. WRITE: Answer the questions below using evidence from the text.


	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary

	Pages 50–51
· Beginning with “After the 1956 baseball season …”
	
	

	Pages 52–53
· Beginning with “Dad exchanged his …”
	
	



	Pages 54–55
· Beginning with “On January 23, 1962 …”
	
	

	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary

	Pages 56–57
Beginning with “During the 1960s …”
	
	



1. Reread these pages to see what you notice and wonder. What is one interesting photograph or idea you read on these pages? What did it make you think about? Draw or write your reflection:

	




2. Review the following Factors of Success charts: Day 17: Support from Family, Friends, and Fans and Day 19: A Way to Communicate the Vision. We know there were many reasons for Jackie’s success in breaking the color barrier in baseball.

So far, you have only been collecting evidence from certain sections from this book for each chart. Now, reread pages 6-57 of Promises to Keep and look for additional examples and evidence for factors of Jackie Robinson’s success. Add them to the appropriate Factors of Success charts.


Day 23: Promises to Keep Reflections – Chapter 9: “Jackie Robinson’s Legacy”
Directions: 
1. READ Chapter 9: “Jackie Robinson’s Legacy” 
2. READ and THINK: As you read, use sticky notes to write the gist of each page.
3. TALK: Find someone to discuss your thinking with.
4. WRITE: Answer the questions below using evidence from the text.


	“Jackie Robinson’s Legacy”, pages 58-63

	Main Idea #1:
	Key Details:

	Main Idea #2:
	Key Details:





1. 

1. Review the Criteria for an Effective Summary chart. Review the main idea chart you created for these pages. Think about the big idea of the entire chapter. Why did Sharon Robinson write it?

	

	

	




2. Write a summary of this chapter. Start with the big idea you just named. It should be two paragraphs – one for each main idea.

	

	



	

	



	

	



	

	

	

	

	



Now, reread pages 60–63 and answer the questions below:
3. Which of the following details from the text support the idea that Jackie Robinson has not been forgotten? Underline all that apply. (RI.5.3)
A. “In Major League Baseball ballparks across the country … number 42 is retired and proudly displayed along the outfield walls.”
B. “[T]he struggle for equality continues.”
C. “Across the country, there are organizations, programs, schools … and other facilities that bear my father’s name.”
D. “Each graduate is unique and special.”
4. Which statement best describes the relationship between the work of the Jackie Robinson Foundation and Jackie Robinson’s life? (RI.5.3)
A. Everyone who graduates from the Foundation is unique and special.
B. The Foundation teaches young people that they must be active and committed to building a diverse world.
C. The Foundation was created by Jackie’s wife and close friends in 1973.
D. The Foundation supports young people who have unusual athletic talent.

5. According to Sharon Robinson, what is the relationship between making “a promise to … be the best you can be” and the struggle for equality? (RI.5.3)
A. If you are the best you can be, others will understand that you deserve equal rights.
B. If you are the best you can be, when you have the opportunity, you’ll be able to lead the fight against injustice.
C. If you are the best you can be, you will always triumph over injustice.
D. If you are the best you can be, you will be keeping your promise.


Day 24: Book Wrap-Up: 
Performance Task: Informative
Factors for Success charts:
· Factors for Success: Historical Context (Day 7)
· Factors for Success: Personal Qualities (Day 10)
· Factors for Success: Support from Decision Makers (Day 12)
· Factors for Success: Support from Family, Friends, and Fans (Day 17)
· Factors for Success: A Way to Communicate the Vision (Day 19)

Congratulations! You just finished Promises to Keep! Time to show what you’ve learned. Read the Choices below. Choose one, create your project, and share it with someone. If you have internet access, share it online!
1. Factors of Success Informative Pamphlet: What were the most important of all the factors for success you gathered for Jackie Robinson? (See the links above to review the charts.) This is your chance to write your own captivating summary of the information! 
Directions: Create an informational booklet or pamphlet with at least 3 pages of information. Each page should have a colorful and informative picture related to one of the factors of success for Jackie Robinson. Be sure your pamphlet tells readers the most important information they should know about Jackie Robinson and how he was a leader of social change. 
2. Video PSA: What were the most important of all the factors for success you gathered for Jackie Robinson? (See the links above to review the charts.) This is your chance to record that information for others to see! 
Directions: Write and record your own “Public Service Announcement” (PSA) detailing the 3 most important factors of success for Jackie Robinson from your text. Remember to cite specific facts and evidence, and tell people why they should care about Jackie and apply those factors of success to their own lives. Be sure to be captivating and interesting in your recording. Don’t be afraid to be fun or funny!
3. Design Your Own Response: What were the 3 most important factors for Jackie Robinson’s success in leading social change? (See the links above to review the charts.) Now’s the time to share your opinion!
Directions: Decide on what you think were the 3 most important factors that led to Jackie’s success in leading social change. Choose a new and creative way to teach others that information. This could include writing a song, making a video or commercial, drawing a comic book, or even a colorful persuasive poster! Be as creative as you want, but make sure your artifact tells your opinion and supports it with reasons and evidence from the text. You must include a short paragraph explaining why you think this project best displays the information.
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